
 
 
FINAL 
 
WYCKOFF LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
March 20, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
7:30 pm, Wyckoff Public Library, 200 Woodland Avenue  
 
“The March 20, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Library Board of Trustees is now in session. In 
accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this meeting appears on our Annual 
Schedule of Meetings. A copy of said Annual Schedule has been posted on the bulletin board in 
Memorial Town Hall; a copy has been filed with the Township Clerk, The Record, The 
Ridgewood News and the North Jersey Herald and News – all newspapers having general 
circulation throughout the Township of Wyckoff. At least 48 hours prior to this meeting the 
Agenda thereof was similarly posted, filed and mailed to said newspapers.” 
 
Board Member Attendance: Vincent Antonacci, President, Mayor Rudy Boonstra, Tony Donato, 
Grace White, Peggy Chagares, Brian Eller, Lori Peters and Lauren DeKorte. 
 
Absent: Brian Saxton 
 
Staff Attendance: Jackie Denequolo, Secretary and Mary Witherell, Library Director. 
 
Oath of Office: 
 
Grace White was sworn in as a continuing member of the Library Board of Trustees by Vince 
Antonacci, Board President: 
 

I, Grace White DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) THAT I WILL SUPPORT THE 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY, AND THAT I WILL BEAR TRUE FAITH AND ALLEGIANCE TO THE 

SAME, AND TO THE GOVERNMENTS ESTABLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN 

THIS STATE, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PEOPLE.  SO HELP ME GOD.  AND, I, 
Grace White DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) THAT I WILL FAITHFULLY, 
IMPARTIALLY AND JUSTLY PERFORM ALL THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF Library 
Board of Trustee ACCORDING TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY; AND THAT I WILL NOT 

USE MY OFFICE TO GRANT PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT, NOR TO SEEK 

PERSONAL GAIN, FAVOR, OR ADVANTAGE NOT AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC.  SO 

HELP ME GOD. 
 

Eagle Scout Presentation: 
 
Ms. Witherell introduced Vincent Gunn, a Boy Scout that was pursuing an Eagle Scout 
accreditation, who presented a potential project for the Board to approve if interested.  The 
proposed project would include painting seven (7) book carts in a creative and functional 
fashion.  The carts would be artistically themed with visual 3D wood panels.  All Board members 
were in favor of Mr. Gunn moving forward with the project which would take approximately two 
weekends to complete.   
 
Mr. Antonacci opened the meeting for public comment.  No one was present in the audience. 
 
 



 
WYCKOFF LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
March 20, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
7:30 pm, Wyckoff Public Library, 200 Woodland Avenue  
Page 2 
 
 
Construction/Building Update: 
 
HVAC:  Ms. Witherell stated that most of the HVAC material has been received from 
Environmental Climate Control (ECC).  The old chillers will be removed next week.  The building 
permits are being readied for processing.  Mayor Boonstra questioned the disposal of the scrap 
and whether it’s included in the bid.  Ms. Witherell stated that she would ask the question and 
report back to the Board.  Mayor Boonstra stated that if the disposal of the scrap is not specified 
in the bid, the library is entitled to the value of the scrap. 
 
Lighting and Generator Projects: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that leftover funds from the Renovation Account have been transferred to 
the Deposit Account.  Funds in the amount of $145,500 are coming from this account and the 
remaining $50,000 is coming from the Operating Account as per resolution.  The deduction of 
$145,500 from the $505,000 Renovation Account leaves a balance of $360,000 which includes 
one cashed Rizzo CD.  Ms. Witherell would propose that the gas generator and additional 
lighting project come from those funds.  The estimated budget for installation, labor and 
materials is about $146,000.  The Beatty Harvey Coco Architects (BHC) fee of $23,000 was 
formulated by combining all four projects into one with the main portion attributed to the 
generator.  Bollards are proposed to light the North pathway towards the Shotmeyer room. 
  
Mr. Antonacci stated that the whole building will be on the generator except for the elevator.  
Mayor Boonstra stated that Chris Sepp should be informed that the generator shouldn’t be self-
testing at 1 o’clock in the morning but rather in the afternoon for the courtesy of the surrounding 
neighbors in the area.  Ms. DeKorte stated that she wasn’t in favor of the generator.  Mr. Donato 
felt that since the generator will be supporting the community, the funding should be taxpayer 
money and not funded entirely the Rizzo account.  Mayor Boonstra agreed that the generator is 
a lot of money but felt that the library is a service center and shelter in the event of extended 
power outages.  Normally, a business would need to get an attorney, engineer and site plan to 
be presented to the Planning Board but the process is being streamlined to allow businesses to 
install a generator with ease. 
 
Ms. DeKorte stated that she understood the implications that this would be an emergency 
shelter but was concerned about safety, the question of an operating staff and maintaining the 
audio visual for the shelter.  Mayor Boonstra stated that people from the municipal government, 
which included the Fire Chief and fire department members, CERT (Certified Emergency 
Response Team) members, Town Hall employees and Township Committee members who 
took turns in the past to supervise the shelters. 
 
Mr. Antonacci recommended a policy to be put in place if the generator is approved.  Ms. 
Witherell stated that the library would only serve as a daytime shelter.  Mayor Boonstra stated 
that the Christian Health Care Center (CHCC) and Powerhouse church were adequate during 
the storm.  The library would be solely used as a warming center and daytime shelter.   
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Ms. Witherell will review both a state contract versus a public bid for the generator.  Mr. 
Antonacci recommended Chris Sepp separate the generator out of the proposal.  Ms. Witherell 
stated that Mr. Sepp indicated that there would be efficiencies received by compounding all four 
jobs together.  Mr. Antonacci stated that since there was some hesitation with respect to the 
generator, the board should approve the other projects and revisit the generator in a month.  
Mayor Boonstra stated that he would check into Town Hall’s soft costs related to the generator 
and report back to the Board. 
 
Ms. Peters made a motion to approve the BHC proposal excluding the natural gas generator but 
to include the additional lighting projects.  Ms. DeKorte seconded the motion.  Voting in favor: 
Mr. Antonacci, Ms. DeKorte, Mr. Donato, Mr. Eller, Ms. Peters and Ms. White.  Mayor Boonstra 
abstained. 
 
Berkowitz/Friends Gift for Labyrinth Artwork/Landscaping Project: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that Mr. Berkowitz agreed to donate $15,000 towards the artwork and 
landscaping associated with the labyrinth project.  The gift would be in memoriam of his wife.  
Ms. Witherell wanted to purchase a piece of artwork and two (2) urns or totems to flank the 
beginning of the path.  The Friends of the Wyckoff Library are willing to pay the balance of the 
costs which includes $6,000 in landscaping.  The artist will tour the site in April to work on 
drawings and sketches.  The artwork is anticipated to be installed next year.  In summary, the 
landscaping is proposed to be installed in April and the labyrinth dedication is scheduled for  
May 4.  
 
Other Construction/Building Matters:  Several leaks have developed which are all being 
addressed. 
 
Secretary’s Report – February 20 Meeting Minutes: 
 
Ms. DeKorte made a motion to approve the February 20 meeting minutes as revised.  Mr. 
Donato seconded the motion.  Voting in favor: Mayor Boonstra, Mr. Antonacci, Ms. DeKorte, Mr. 
Donato and Mr. Eller. 
 
Treasurer’s Reports: 
 
February Treasurer’s Report – Operating: 
 

 Ms. Peters made a motion to approve the February Treasurer’s Operating Report.  Mr. Donato 
seconded.  All Board Members voted in favor. 
 
March Voucher List – Operating: 
 
Ms. Peters made a motion to approve the March Operating Voucher List.  Ms. Chagares 
seconded.  All Board Members voted in favor.  
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2011 Audit Bill Update: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that she sent a voucher and letter dated March 7, to Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, 
LLP, in the amount of $3,000.  In addition, Ms. Witherell invited Mr. Vinci to our next Board 
meeting and e-mailed Liz Shick with no response.  Mr. Antonacci suggested that Ms. Witherell 
canvas other libraries for the potential need to use one of their auditors for 2012.   
 
Rizzo Bequest Investment Strategy: 
 
The Rizzo Subcommittee has attempted to meet twice but cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 
Other Financial Matters: None to report. 
 
Library as Polling/Voting Location: 
 
Mayor Boonstra thanked the Library Board of Trustees, specifically Ms. Witherell, for being 
especially helpful during this process.  The subcommittee which included Scott Fisher, Haakon 
Jepsen, Joyce Santimauro, Bob Shannon and Mayor Boonstra were very appreciative of Ms. 
Witherell’s efforts.  The inspector approved all five (5) sites including the library.  The schools 
will no longer be used.  The Shotmeyer room was determined to be the best location.  It was 
suggested that it would be wise for Ms. Witherell to speak with Police Chief Fox with regard to 
lockdown procedures.  Ms. Witherell stated that the DPW and election workers, who arrive at 5 
AM, take care of the set up.   
 
Upcoming Library Programs: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that all of the programs in April will be about Walking.  A Hiking program 
and Labyrinth presentation are scheduled.  A minister may come to the ceremony to bless the 
labyrinth.  The month of May will be dedicated to Broadway.   
 
Board of Health Senior Programs: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that the Board of Health has had an issue with communicating.  Rooms are 
being reserved and not being cancelled which is problematic for the library.  Seniors showed up 
for programs that were cancelled without notification.  The Board of Health is planning on having 
other programs at the library.  To date, no apology or phone call has been received.  The policy 
states that without a cancellation, the group is charged for the use of the room.  The Board of 
Health’s bookings are typically free of charge.  Mayor Boonstra stated that he would address the 
issue. 
 
Gertrude Lee Bequest Purchases: 
 
Ms. Witherell displayed the artwork purchased from a Maine artist with funds received from the 
Gertrude Lee Bequest. 
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Sister Library Idea: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that Paterson is a depressed area and the donation of 24 chairs could be 
needed.  Chair cushions could be added to these chairs using the Rizzo money.  Ms. Peters 
and Ms. DeKorte will contact the Library Director in Paterson to determine what their real needs 
are.   
 
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) Video Training Compliance: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that the Board has acknowledged their review of the “Rights and Duties of a 
Volunteer” online video training and will submit the signature sheet for compliance. 
 
Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) Civil Rights Policy: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that the Board has acknowledged their review of the Civil Rights Policy.  
The signature sheet will be forwarded to Town Hall for compliance. 
 
Trustee Financial Disclosure/Contributions Annual Submission: 
 
Ms. Witherell stated that the deadline for submission has been changed.  A new procedure with 
the assignment of a log in and pin number are forthcoming. 
 
Other Business: 
 
Ms. Chagares wanted to put on the record that Denise, from the library, was very 
accommodating and wonderful with the third grade children involved in a community service 
project. 
 
Ms. Witherell added that the iPads will be out within a month.   
 
The Board adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Vince Antonacci, Board President 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Mary Witherell, Library Director 


